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menced, fed, and carried on by the most scheming, intrigu-
ing, and unscrupulous partisan politician in the country,
who has cunningly contrived to persuade Stewart, Vander-
bilt, Moses Taylor to be used without their knowing who
used, or is using, them.

December 31, Tuesday. The retirement of R. W. Meade l
was called up to-day for revision. The Attorney-General
had his law-books and documents, was anxious to find
some book or authority to justify the President if he would
order a review or reexamination of the case. He made
quite an argument; went into specialties on certain sections
of the acts of 1862 and 1864; thought the President could
exercise authority, etc., etc. I could perceive from certain
promptings and suggestions of the President that he and
. the Attorney-General had been in consultation on the sub-
ject, having been urged thereto, not only by Captain M.
and his family, but by his brother-in-law, Judge Meigs, and
especially by his brother, General Meade.

It was the old question over again of favoritism and
family influence at the expense of good administration
and established usage. I told them that Captain Meade
was retired by law; nevertheless the President could, if he
chose, order a reexamination, but after all I did not see
how it could affect the case, or how it would if another
board had immediately been ordered. Should we now have
another board, let the result be as it might, whether like
that of the former board or opposed to it, a commodore is
to be appointed, for there is a vacancy. Meade is not at
the head of the list. The President must either nominate
him in opposition to the report of the board or he must
override their report and pass Meade for the next man.
The Senate is to act on the case, and I have little doubt
what would be its action. I should be sorry to see the usage
of the Department set aside in any case, very sorry to see

1 Captain Richard Worsam Meade was a brother of General George G.
Meade. He had been retired on December 11.